
BLAVATNIK AWARDS

The Blavatnik Awards for Young Scientists honor exceptional 
young scientists and engineers by celebrating their extraordinary 
achievements, recognizing outstanding promise, and accelerating 

innovation through unrestricted funding.
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“Encouraging and supporting young scientists 
is essential if we are to successfully address 
society’s challenges. By honoring these young 
individuals and their achievements we are 

helping to promote the breakthroughs in science 
and technology that will define how our world 

will look over the next century.”

LEN BLAVATNIK
FOUNDER AND CHAIRMAN 

ACCESS INDUSTRIES AND BLAVATNIK FAMILY FOUNDATION

Established by: Administered by: Blavatnik Awards in Israel, 
in collaboration with:

FAMILY FOUNDATION
BLAVATNIK



Key Features of 
The Blavatnik Awards
for Young Scientists
 Open to researchers working in more than 35 different 
scientific and engineering disciplines in three categories: 

The Blavatnik Award for Young Scientists in  
Chemistry

The Blavatnik Award for Young Scientists in  
Physical Sciences & Engineering

  The Blavatnik Award for Young Scientists in  
Life Sciences

•  Recognize and support outstanding young scientists and engineers 
early in their careers when additional funding and recognition have 
the greatest impact on their work. 

•  Honorees are selected based on the quality, novelty, and impact 
of their research, and their potential for further significant 
contributions to science.

•  Offer the largest unrestricted prizes ever created  
for early-career scientists.

•  Connect alumni with a network of their peers throughout the world 
to foster collaboration.

4

“The Blavatnik Awards program provides exceptional 
opportunities for honorees to serve as role models 
to the world’s youth—showing that young, creative 
individuals can indeed be the face of science.”

ELLIS RUBINSTEIN
PRESIDENT AND CEO 
THE NEW YORK ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

“Many breakthroughs come from people working 
on the fringes of their subject. Interdisciplinary 
science ensures that this is happening, 
because it is often unexplored territory.”  

RICHARD ROBERTS
NOBEL LAUREATE
CHIEF SCIENTIFIC OFFICER
NEW ENGLAND BIOLABS
MEMBER, THE BLAVATNIK NATIONAL AWARDS 
SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COUNCIL



2012

2007

The Blavatnik Family 
Foundation announces 
doubling of the prize 
money for Winners and 
Finalists starting in 2013.

The Blavatnik Family Foundation 
and the New York Academy of 
Sciences host the first annual 
Blavatnik Science Symposium.

Our 
History

The Blavatnik Family Foundation 
announces expansion of the Blavatnik 
Awards to the United Kingdom and 
Israel. In Israel, the New York Academy 
of Sciences collaborates with the Israel 
Academy of Sciences and Humanities 
in administering the awards.
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2016
THE BLAVATNIK  

AWARDS 
CELEBRATE THEIR 

10TH  
ANNIVERSARY! 
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2014

2014

2017

The Blavatnik National 
Awards are created to 
honor faculty scientists 
across the US, and the 
first Laureates in Life 
Sciences, Physical Sciences 
& Engineering, and 
Chemistry are announced. 
Each Laureate receives 
a $250,000 prize.

The Blavatnik Regional 
Awards continue to honor 
postdoctoral scientists in 
New York, New Jersey, 
and Connecticut.

2018 2019

2018

The first international 
Blavatnik Awards are 
conferred, recognizing 
outstanding academic 
faculty-level scientists and 
engineers in the United 
Kingdom and in Israel.

The Blavatnik Awards are created to 
celebrate the outstanding postdoctoral 
and faculty scientists in New York, 
New Jersey, and Connecticut.

Three women are named 
Blavatnik Regional Winners, 
marking the first time 
in Blavatnik Awards 
history that the top prize 
is concurrently awarded 
to female scientists in 
each of the three 
disciplinary categories.

By the close of 2019, 
the Blavatnik Awards will 
have recognized 284 young 
scientists and engineers 
and awarded prizes totaling 
over US$8.4M.

60% of Blavatnik Awards 
honorees are immigrants 

to the country in which 
they were recognized.
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2018 Blavatnik 
Regional Awards 
for Young Scientists
Acknowledge and celebrate the excellence 
of outstanding postdoctoral scientists 
and engineers who work in New York, 
New Jersey, and Connecticut.

Winners and Finalists are selected by a 
group of senior scientists and engineers 
from institutions in the Northeast United 
States. Winners are awarded US$30,000 
each and Finalists are awarded US$10,000 
each in unrestricted funds.

Meet the 2018 Blavatnik  
Regional Winners

LU WEI
2018 Regional Winner in Chemistry 
Caltech (formerly at Columbia University)

Dr. Lu Wei has developed methods for optically imaging biomolecules that provide the 
ability to simultaneously observe up to five times more biological species than conventional 
methods. This allows researchers to collect significantly more data than they would 
previously collect and as such they are able to develop a much better understanding of the 
complex biological processes occurring within cells.

“ Scientific advances are constantly driven by novel technical development. Excitement in my 
field originates from all the moments that we realize we could utilize fundamental physical/
chemical principles and creatively turn them into new imaging tools that would allow people to 
have better ways to visualize and understand processes in the complex systems.”

LINGYAN SHI
2018 Regional Winner in Physical Sciences & Engineering 
University of California, San Diego (formerly at Columbia University)

Dr. Lingyan Shi’s work focuses on developing and applying novel optical techniques for 
studying the brain and other biological tissues. Optical imaging in the study of neuronal 
and other biological tissue gives us sub-cellular spatial resolution capabilities, which 
allows us to visualize mechanisms underlying everyday processes and disease. Her recent 
achievements include the discovery of the optical tissue “Golden Window,” a band of 
infrared wavelengths that can penetrate further than ever before to image deep brain tissue, 
and a new technique that combines heavy water labeling with a relatively new laser imaging 
method (stimulated Raman scattering microscopy) to visualize metabolic activity in living 
animals. Dr. Shi’s breakthrough developments in optical imaging are allowing scientists to 
identify tumor boundaries, image deep into brain tissue, and could potentially allow us to 
detect the early onset of cancer.

“ My research aims to develop new optical imaging and spectroscopic techniques for 
real-time probing of biological systems at subcellular scale, for neuroscience, cancer research and 
metabolic diseases. My research goal is to continuously advance current imaging techniques, 
offering researchers and clinicians powerful tools for disease diagnosis and treatment.”

SHRUTI NAIK
2018 Regional Winner in Life Sciences
NYU School of Medicine (formerly at The Rockefeller University)

Dr. Shruti Naik discovered that exposure of skin stem cells to noxious stimuli induces 
an inflammatory “memory” that alters stem cells’ genetic landscape and makes them 
respond more quickly and robustly to a subsequent insult—a trait that was previously 
believed to be restricted to the immune system. Uncovering this property of skin stem cells 
may provide novel therapeutic avenues for promoting wound-healing and addressing 
inflammatory epithelial diseases such as psoriasis and inflammatory bowel disease.

“The tug of war between nature and nurture—our genes and environment—has inspired my work. 
While the vast majority of biomedical research has focused on our genes, I am drawn to the role 
of the environment in dictating our fate. By systematically studying how our experiences shape 
cellular and molecular physiology, I aim to find molecular biomarkers of environmental traumas 
to use as predictive strategies and to leverage for their therapeutic potential.”

9
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Meet the 2019 Blavatnik 
National Laureates

HEATHER J. LYNCH 
2019 National Laureate in Life Sciences
Stony Brook University 

Dr. Heather Lynch is a quantitative ecologist who monitors Antarctic penguin populations 
using field surveys in concert with satellite imagery that can track the size of penguin 
colonies on the ground. In the face of climate change and the impending extinction of 
millions of species, Dr. Lynch uses advanced mathematical modeling and data on the 
spatiotemporal patterns of penguin populations to detect population declines predictive of 
penguin colony collapse. Her work with Adélie penguins is of particular importance as this 
species provides key data on the health of the Southern Ocean ecosystem. The effective 
coalescence of Dr. Lynch’s satellite, field, and mathematical techniques can help other 
ecologists and conservationists to predict and possibly prevent future extinction events.

“As someone who loves all areas of science and math equally, it’s been difficult to ‘settle down’ 
into a research career that fits neatly into any one discipline. But I’ve come to appreciate that 
there are some beautiful stories to be told in the no-man’s land between different research 
areas and that basic science and applied science can work hand-in-hand. I am absolutely 
stunned by this honor and deeply humbled to join the company of previous Finalists.”

ANA MARIA REY
2019 National Laureate in Physical Sciences & Engineering 
University of Colorado Boulder

As a quantum physical theorist, Prof. Ana Maria Rey’s research in atomic and molecular 
physics is exploring some of the most challenging and fundamental problems in 21st century 
physics. Working with experimentalists, Prof. Rey’s innovative theoretical work has led to 
the development of the world’s most accurate atomic clocks, useful not only in GPS and 
telecommunications, but also useful for the discovery of new quantum physics. In addition, 
Prof. Rey has developed and tested theories on atomic collisions between strontium atoms. 
The collisions exhibit properties observed in fundamental particles and may potentially 
enable the construction of a quantum computer.

“Understanding the behavior of the microscopic quantum world is absolutely fascinating to me 
and actually key for technological advances. My work is addressing how to control artificial 
systems of ultracold atoms and light for the design of ultraprecise atomic clocks, the synthesis of 
exotic forms of quantum matter, the understanding of non-equilibrium many-body systems and 
quantum information scrambling, and also laying a foundation for future quantum computers.”

2019 Blavatnik  
National Awards 
for Young Scientists
Celebrate America’s most innovative 
and promising faculty-rank scientists and 
engineers. Nominations are accepted from 
US-based research institutions and the 
Blavatnik Awards US Scientific Advisory 
Council. Every year, one nominee in each 
category is named a Blavatnik National 
Laureate and awarded US$250,000 in 
unrestricted funds.

Blavatnik National Laureates and Finalists 
are selected by a jury composed of some 
of the nation’s most distinguished scientists 
and engineers.
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EMILY BALSKUS
2019 National Laureate in Chemistry 
Harvard University

Prof. Emily Balskus is a chemical biologist leading breakthrough advances at the interface 
of chemistry, enzymology, and microbiology. Her research is focused on identifying the 
novel chemistry of the human gut microbiome and deciphering the role that gut microbial 
metabolism plays in human health and disease. One signature achievement is elucidating 
the mechanism by which bacterial toxins called Colibactins are biosynthesized and behave 
within the gut.

“An amazing teacher introduced me to chemistry in high school. I was initially captivated by the 
excitement of manipulating molecules in the lab. As my scientific career progressed, I became 
fascinated by the chemistry occurring within living organisms. I’m drawn to microbes because 
of the huge gaps in our understanding of how they affect human health, and I hope that my 
lab’s research will someday lead to new therapeutics.”

“Every year we see an increasing pool of outstanding 
candidates emerge in the Blavatnik Awards selection, 
and it is indicative of the kind of prestige and 
visibility these awards have and continue to gain. 
We had a diverse group of really exceptional 
candidates this year. It is particularly pleasing 
to see that an outstanding female scientist 
emerged in each of our categories—Life Sciences, 
Physical Sciences and Chemistry—as the three 2019  
Blavatnik National Laureates. It is the first time  
in its history that the Blavatnik National Awards 
program has three women Laureates, all doing  
groundbreaking research in their field.”

ELAINE FUCHS
NATIONAL MEDAL OF SCIENCE RECIPIENT 
REBECCA C. LANCEFIELD PROFESSOR OF MAMMALIAN CELL BIOLOGY AND DEVELOPMENT 
THE ROCKEFELLER UNIVERSITY 
CHAIR, 2019 BLAVATNIK NATIONAL AWARDS LIFE SCIENCES JURY
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Meet the 2019 Blavatnik 
Laureates in the United Kingdom

EWA PALUCH 
2019 United Kingdom Laureate in Life Sciences
University of Cambridge

Prof. Ewa Paluch’s novel discoveries are at the forefront of cell biology: she has elucidated 
key biophysical mechanisms of cell division and migration, and has established 
physiological roles of cellular protrusions known as “blebs”.  Previously thought to exist 
only in sick or dying cells, she established that these protrusions on the cell surface are 
common in healthy cells, and that blebs have important functions in cell movement and 
division. Her work will influence treatment for diseases such as cancer, where cell shape 
and migration are key to disease pathology, and she is leading the field towards a complete 
understanding of how the laws of physics affect the behavior of cells.

“The shape of any object is the result of mechanical forces, therefore understanding cell shape 
lies at the crossroads of physics and biology. My lab has uncovered some of the fundamental 
biophysical principles controlling cell shape changes during division, migration, and stem cell 
fate transitions. I am grateful to all the past and present members of my lab for being part of 
this exciting journey towards understanding how the cell deals with physics.”

KONSTANTINOS NIKOLOPOULOS 
2019 United Kingdom Laureate in Physical Sciences & Engineering 
University of Birmingham

Prof. Konstantinos Nikolopoulos led a 100-physicist subgroup in ATLAS, a large scientific 
collaboration at CERN, which made key contributions to the discovery of the Higgs 
boson. This discovery, jointly announced by the ATLAS and CMS collaborations at 
CERN, is regarded as one of the biggest breakthroughs in fundamental physics this 
century. This discovery completed the experimental verification of the Standard Model 
of particle physics, the mathematical theory through which we understand nature at 
the fundamental level, and resulted in the Nobel Prize in Physics being awarded to the 
physicists who predicted the Higgs boson decades ago. Prof. Nikolopoulos’ work has 
significantly improved our understanding of the Higgs boson and explored potential 
new physics beyond the Standard Model.

“The observation and unveiling of the properties of the Higgs boson completes the experimental 
verification of the Standard Model of Particle Physics, and opens new avenues of research and 
further profound questions to be answered. This is an exciting intellectual and technological 
adventure of humanity, made feasible by the collaborative work of thousands scientists and 
engineers, to which I feel privileged to be contributing.”

2019 Blavatnik
Awards for Young
Scientists in the
United Kingdom
These awards were launched in 2017 to 
recognize and support outstanding young 
scientists and engineers in the UK. Each year, 
one nominee in each category is named a 
Blavatnik Laureate in the UK and awarded 
US$100,000 in unrestricted funds, with two 
Finalists in each category each receiving 
US$30,000 in unrestricted funds. Talented 
young faculty across the UK are nominated by 
their university or research institution, or by 
members of the UK Scientific Advisory Council.

Blavatnik Laureates and Finalists in the UK are 
selected by a jury of distinguished researchers 
in their respective disciplines.

“There are many prizes for senior scientists often at a time 
when they don’t need them and frequently years after they’ve 
made their big discoveries. It is a really nice change to see 
scientists rewarded early in their career when they have many 

great things ahead of them.” 

SIR VENKI RAMAKRISHNAN 
NOBEL LAUREATE

PRESIDENT
THE ROYAL SOCIETY

MEMBER, THE BLAVATNIK AWARDS IN THE 
UK SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COUNCIL 

PHILIPP KUKURA
2019 United Kingdom Laureate in Chemistry
University of Oxford

Prof. Philipp Kukura is revolutionizing the way we can visualize and study processes 
in nature. By measuring the scattering of visible light from single biomolecules, he is able 
to measure their mass and thereby analyze their structure and interactions. Prof. Kukura 
hopes that this approach will be used widely to discover how molecules assemble, how 
they interact with one another and with drugs, to learn how nature works, what goes 
wrong in disease, and how these events can be addressed at the molecular level.

“What drives me is a fundamental desire to see and measure things that have been thought and 
accepted to be beyond the reach of experiment. I consider myself extremely lucky to work with 
bright, motivated, and extremely hard-working people who share this enthusiasm. They keep 
proving me wrong in terms of what I think is achievable, which ultimately enables the science that 
we do. I am extremely grateful to have been chosen as the Blavatnik UK Laureate in Chemistry.”
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2019 Blavatnik
Awards for Young
Scientists in
Israel
Launched in 2017, in collaboration with the 
Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities, 
the Blavatnik Awards for Young Scientists 
in Israel recognize and support outstanding 
young faculty scientists in Israel. Each year, one 
nominee in each category is named a Blavatnik 
Laureate in Israel and awarded US$100,000 in 
unrestricted funds. Nominations are accepted 
from universities and via the Scientific Advisory 
Council in Israel.

Blavatnik Laureates in Israel are selected by 
a jury of world-recognized researchers in their 
respective disciplines.

Meet the 2019 Blavatnik 
Laureates in Israel

EREZ BERG
2019 Israel Laureate in Physical Sciences & Engineering
Weizmann Institute of Science

Dr. Erez Berg develops novel theoretical and computational tools to study long-standing 
and emerging questions in quantum materials. His research has provided important 
insights into the principles of physics behind a wide variety of exotic phenomena in 
quantum materials, which will help to speed up the implementation of these materials 
in next generation electronics including quantum computing, magnetic resonance 
imaging (MRI), and superconducting power lines.

“The great thing about working on quantum materials is not just that you study fascinating 
phenomena, but also that you get to talk to so many enthusiastic, bright people who share 
your interests. Ultimately, our goal is to discover new higher temperature superconductors 
that work even at room temperature and above.”

MICHAL RIVLIN
2019 Israel Laureate in Life Sciences
Weizmann Institute of Science

Dr. Michal Rivlin has made the paradigm-shifting discovery that cells in the adult 
retina can exhibit plasticity in their selectivity and computations.  One of the first 
demonstrations of neuronal plasticity outside the brain, this raises fundamental 
questions about how we see, and has implications for our understanding of the 
mechanisms underlying computations in neuronal circuits, the treatment of retinal 
diseases, blindness, and development of computer vision technologies.

“Years ago, the retina was treated as a simple camera, sending pixel-like information to the 
brain, which conducts all the complex computations on the visual field. Our findings that 
retinal neurons can dynamically change the visual property they encode imply that the 
retina may perform higher order computations. My lab aims to understand how, despite the 
changes in retinal computations, we preserve our visual perception. I am honored to join the 
Blavatnik Award Laureates, a selected group of groundbreaking young scientists who dare 
to challenge the conventions.”
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“Each of this year’s winners demonstrate their 
outstanding merit, their passion for pushing the 
frontiers of scientific discovery, and their bright 
future as part of a new generation of pioneering 
Israeli scientists.”

NILI COHEN 
PRESIDENT  
THE ISRAEL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES

MORAN BERCOVICI
2019 Israel Laureate in Chemistry
Technion – Israel Institute of Technology

Dr. Moran Bercovici studies microscale processes coupling fluid mechanics, electric fields, 
heat transfer, and chemical reactions. His studies have potential implications in multiple 
fields, ranging from the detection of low concentrations of biomolecules for rapid and early 
disease diagnostics, to the creation of new microscale 3D printing technologies.

“I believe that the greatest opportunities for advancement of science and technology lie not 
within a single discipline, but rather at the interfaces between traditional disciplines. Somehow, 
these interactions crystalize over time to new ideas, new concepts, new discoveries, and new 
technologies. I am deeply honored that the Blavatnik Award committee decided to award the 
prize in the Chemistry category to an engineer.  I seek to further advance our understanding of 
basic physicochemical mechanisms in microfluidics, and to leverage it toward the creation of 
technologies that the world may benefit from.”



Ashvin Vishwanath
Peng Yin
Feng Zhang
Yi Zuo

REGIONAL WINNERS
Hani Goodarzi
Arash Nikoubashman 
Nicolás Young

REGIONAL FINALISTS
Allyson Friedman 
Xiang Gao
Jinzhong Lin
Yang Liu
Dennis Perepelitsa
Ziv Shulman

2016
US NATIONAL  
LAUREATES
Phil Baran
David Charbonneau
Michael Rape 

US NATIONAL 
FINALISTS
Andrea Alù
Alexei Borodin
Garnet Chan
Xin Chen
Yi Cui
Matthew Disney
Pieter Dorrestein
Casey Dunn
Michael Fischbach 
David Ginger, Jr.
Antonio Giraldez
Jenny Greene
Julia Greer
Bo Huang
Sergei V. Kalinin
Rob Knight 
Nevan Krogan
Teri Odom
Aydogan Ozcan
Oliver Rando
Antonina Roll-Mecak
Pardis Sabeti
Beth Shapiro
Amit Singer
Edward Valeev
Anastasia Volovich
Leor Weinberger
Feng Zhang

REGIONAL WINNERS
William Anderegg
Jian Li
Tomoyasu Mani

REGIONAL FINALISTS
Xi Chen
Matthieu Gagnon
Kate Meyer
Rachel Perry

Eli Visbal
Kuang Yu

2017
US NATIONAL  
LAUREATES
Yi Cui
Melanie Sanford
Feng Zhang

US NATIONAL  
FINALISTS
Andrea Alù
Matthew Becker
Nicholas Dauphas
William Dichtel
Matthew Disney
Mohamed El-Naggar
Michael Fischbach
Nathan Gianneschi
Antonio Giraldez
Julia Greer
Christy Haynes
Mark Hersam
Bo Huang
Sergei V. Kalinin
Jure Leskovec
Stavros Lomvardas
Franziska Michor
Celeste Nelson
Bradley Pentelute
Antonis Rokas
Pardis Sabeti
Michael Strano
Dmitri Talapin
Tommaso Treu
Benjamin Tu
Anastasia Volovich
Gleb Yushin

REGIONAL WINNERS
June Huh
Andrew Ilott
Chao Lu

REGIONAL FINALISTS
Alan Healy
Chia Wei (Wade) Hsu
Wilhelm Palm
Eunyong Park
Ataman Sendoel
Douglas Stanford 

2018
ISRAEL LAUREATES
Charles Diesendruck 
Anat Levin 
Oded Rechavi 

UNITED KINGDOM  
LAUREATES
M. Madan Babu 
Andrew Goodwin
Henry Snaith

POSTDOCTORAL  
FINALISTS
Roberto Bonasio 
Mary Kay Lobo 
Shaun Olsen 
Ruth Van De Water 

2012
FACULTY WINNERS
Andrei Bernevig 
Jason Fridley 
Alison Galvani 
Assaf Naor 

FACULTY FINALISTS
Michael Collins 
Wei Min

POSTDOCTORAL  
WINNERS
Andrey Feklistov 
Michael Hahn 
Robert Johnston 
Elisa Oricchio 
Nicholas Stavropoulos 

2013
FACULTY WINNERS
David Blei
Kristjan Haule 
Patrick Holland 
Samie Jaffrey 
Frans Pretorius

POSTDOCTORAL  
WINNERS
Jonathan Fisher 
Rachel Rosen 

POSTDOCTORAL  
FINALISTS
Bi-Sen Ding 
Emily Hodges 
Mariangela Lisanti 
Jason MacGurn 
Xiankai Sun 

2014
US NATIONAL  
LAUREATES
Adam Cohen
Marin Soljačić
Rachel Wilson

US NATIONAL  
FINALISTS
Phil Baran
Helen Blackwell  
Garnet Chan
Christopher Chang
Howard Chang 
Peng Chen
Yi Cui 
Ruben Gonzalez
Ali Hajimiri

Patrick Hopkins
Ali Javey
Jonathan Kagan 
Ali Khademhosseini
Rob Knight
Harmit Malik 
Sarkis Mazmanian 
Teri Odom
Aydogan Ozcan
Michael Rape
Leonardo Rastelli
Melanie Sanford
William Shih
Michael Strano
Alice Ting
Sinisa Urban 
Peng Yin
Martin Zanni

REGIONAL WINNERS
Clément Hongler
Jeremy Palmer 
Panteleimon Rompolas 

REGIONAL FINALISTS
Stephen Brohawn 
Dilek Colak
Nathaniel Craig
Knut Drescher
Xiaowei Hou
Jérémie Palacci

2015
US NATIONAL  
LAUREATES
Christopher Chang
Edward Chang
Syed Jafar

US NATIONAL  
FINALISTS
Phil Baran
Bianxiao Cui
Yi Cui
Matthew Disney
Xiangfeng Duan
Michael Fischbach
Eric Ford
Markus Greiner
Rustem Ismagilov
Jonathan Kagan
Ali Khademhosseini
Rob Knight
Nevan Krogan
Hakho Lee
Hening Lin
Yueh-Lin Loo
Harmit Malik
Luciano Marraffini
Aydogan Ozcan
Abhay Pasupathy
Michael Rape
Jared Rutter
Melanie Sanford
Michael Strano
Alice Ting

2007
FACULTY WINNERS
Léon Bottou
George Malliaras 
Ruslan Medzhitov 
Milan Stojanovic 
Leslie B. Vosshall 

FACULTY FINALISTS
Antje Baeumner 
Christoph Bregler 
Geoffrey Coates
Antonio Giraldez 
Tarun Kapoor 
Scott Keeney 
Philip Kim 
Colin Nuckolls 
Kathryn Uhrich 

2008
FACULTY WINNERS
Steve Gubser 
Laura Landweber 
Tom Muir 

FACULTY FINALISTS
Daphne Bavelier
Geoffrey Coates
Christine Jacobs-Wagner
Eric Lai 
Kenneth Shepard 
Saeed Tavazoie 

POSTDOCTORAL  
WINNERS
Andrew Houck 
Andrey Pisarev 

POSTDOCTORAL  
FINALISTS
Alexei Aravin 
Matthew Evans 
Valerie Horsley 
Andreas Keller 
Shobha Vasudevan 

2009
FACULTY WINNERS
Paul Chirik
Carmala Garzione 
Rebecca Oppenheimer 
Shai Shaham 

FACULTY FINALISTS
Tamas Horvath 
Lam Hui
Daniel Sigman 
Denis Zorin 

POSTDOCTORAL  
WINNERS
Sreekanth Chalasani 
Ofer Feinerman 
Eva Pastalkova 
Alexander Pechen 

2010
FACULTY WINNERS
Song-Hai Shi 
Zoltan Haiman 
Michal Lipson 
Evgeny Nudler 

FACULTY FINALISTS
Elza Erkip 
David Evans 
Neal Weiner

POSTDOCTORAL  
WINNERS
Yaron Lipman 
Haitao Liu 
Daniela Schiller 

POSTDOCTORAL  
FINALISTS
Nicolas Reyes 
Agnel Sfeir 

2011
FACULTY WINNERS
Johannes Gehrke 
Szabolcs Márka 

FACULTY FINALISTS
Robert Anderson 
Charalampos Kalodimos
Jun Korenaga 
Olga Troyanskaya
Gerard Wysocki

POSTDOCTORAL  
WINNERS
Franck Oury 
Valentino Tosatti 

UNITED KINGDOM  
FINALISTS
Timothy Behrens
John Briggs
Claudia de Rham
Robert Hilton
Andrew Levan  
Philipp Kukura

US NATIONAL  
LAUREATES
Janelle Ayres
Neal K. Devaraj
Sergei V. Kalinin

US NATIONAL  
FINALISTS
Andrea Alù
Emily Balskus
Alexandra Boltasseva
Edward Boyden
Clifford Brangwynne
Luis Campos
Bianxiao Cui
Mircea Dincă
Xiangfeng Duan
Jonathan Fortney
Neil Garg
Christy Haynes
Ryan Hayward
Bo Huang
Jure Leskovec
Zachary Lippman
Ying Shirley Meng
Brian Metzger
Franziska Michor
Joseph Mougous
Celeste Nelson
Bradley Pentelute
Joseph Subotnik
Benjamin Tu
Anastasia Volovich
Emily Weiss
Gene Yeo
Gleb Yushin

REGIONAL WINNERS
Shruti Naik
Lingyan Shi
Lu Wei

REGIONAL FINALISTS
Samuel Bakhoum
Niankai Fu
Lucia Gualtieri
Peter Schauss
Priyanka Sharma
Zhe Zhang

2019
ISRAEL LAUREATES
Moran Bercovici
Erez Berg
Michal Rivlin

UNITED KINGDOM 
LAUREATES
Philipp Kukura
Konstantinos Nikolopoulos
Ewa Paluch

UNITED KINGDOM  
FINALISTS
Timothy Behrens
Gustav Holzegel
Igor Larrosa
Kathy Niakan
Máire O’Neill
Rachel O’Reilly

US NATIONAL  
LAUREATES
Emily Balskus
Heather J. Lynch
Ana Maria Rey

US NATIONAL  
FINALISTS
Andrea Alù
Clifford Brangwynne
Chiara Daraio
William Dichtel
Xiangfeng Duan
Viviana Gradinaru
Mohammad Hafezi
Christy Haynes
Ive Hermans
Liangbing Hu
Michael Jewett
Jeremiah Johnson
Subhash Khot
Jure Leskovec
Ying Shirley Meng
Brian Metzger
Wei Min
Joseph Mougous
Seth Murray
Nicholas Navin
David Nicewicz
Mohammad R. Seyedsayamdost
Joseph Subotnik
Benjamin tenOever
Benjamin Tu
Emily Weiss
Nieng Yan
Gene Yeo
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Blavatnik 
Science Scholars
In the thirteen years since its launch, the Blavatnik 
Awards for Young Scientists has built an exceptional 
network of honorees, whose members together 
represent one of the most dynamic, innovative, 
and cross-disciplinary communities in the world.



BLAVATNIK FAMILY FOUNDATION 
The Blavatnik Family Foundation is an active supporter of many leading educational, 
scientific, cultural, and charitable institutions in the United States, the United Kingdom, 
Israel, and throughout the world. A 501(c)(3) private foundation that is exclusively 

self-funded, over the past decade it has contributed more than $700 million to more than 
250 charitable institutions worldwide. Donations are highly concentrated to drive 

meaningful impact and to promote innovation in science, engineering, and technology 
that will benefit the whole of society. The Foundation focuses on select institutions 

leading the way in early-stage discovery vital to scientific and health-related 
breakthroughs. The Foundation is headed by Len Blavatnik, a global industrialist and 

philanthropist who received his MBA from Harvard Business School in 1989. 
Blavatnik is founder and chairman of Access Industries, a privately held US industrial 

group with global strategic interests in natural resources and chemicals, media and 
telecommunications, venture capital, and real estate. 

 For more detailed information, please visit: www.blavatnikfoundation.org

THE NEW YORK ACADEMY OF SCIENCES  
The New York Academy of Sciences is an independent, not-for-profit organization 
that since 1817 has been committed to advancing science, technology, and society 

worldwide. With more than 20,000 Members in 100 countries around the world, the 
Academy is creating a global community of science for the benefit of humanity. The 

Academy’s core mission is to advance scientific knowledge, positively impact the major 
global challenges of society with science-based solutions, and increase the number of 

scientifically informed individuals in society at large.  

Please visit us online at www.nyas.org and follow us on Twitter at @NYASciences

THE ISRAEL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES    
The Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities is the preeminent scientific institution 

in Israel. It was established by law in 1961, and acts as a national focal point for Israeli 
scholarship in all branches of the sciences, social sciences, and humanities. The Academy 

comprises 132 of Israel’s most distinguished scientists and scholars who operate in 
two divisions—the Sciences Division and the Humanities Division. It is tasked with 

promoting Israeli scientific excellence; advising the government on scientific matters of 
national interest; publishing scholarly research of lasting merit; and maintaining active 

contact with the broader international scientific and scholarly community.

Please visit us online at www.academy.ac.il and follow us on Twitter @IsraelAcademy

Blavatnik
Science Scholars
In the News
Máire O’Neill is appointed to the UK government’s AI Council, a new 
initiative to supercharge the growth of artificial intelligence in the UK 
BBC News  |  May 16, 2019

Szabolcs Marka and colleagues identify a violent collision of two neutron 
stars 4.6 billion years ago as the likely source of some of the most coveted 
matter on Earth including gold, uranium, and all curium and plutonium that 
ever existed in the solar system 
Chemistry World  |  May 1, 2019 
International Business Times  |  May 3, 2019 
CNET  |  May 7, 2019

Edward Chang and his team turn brain signals into prosthetic speech using AI 
The New York Times  |  April 24, 2019 
The Washington Post  |  April 26, 2019 
PBS News Hour  |  April 28, 2019

Shaun Olson uses 3D protein structures to discover a new mechanism for 
a class of future anti-cancer drugs known as E1 inhibitors 
Science Daily  |  February 18, 2019

Xiangfeng Duan and his team create a super insulating ceramic aerogel 
that resists mechanical and thermal shocks, with potential for use in 
aerospace and industrial applications 
Science Daily  |  February 14, 2019 
Physics World  |  February, 15 2019 
Business Standard  |  February 17, 2019

Yaron Lipman develops new AI tools to guide ultrasound technicians 
performing echo-cardiograms to interpret the results in real time with 
improved accuracy 
Jerusalem Post  |  February 13, 2019

Leslie Vosshall shows how human diet drugs satiate mosquitoes’ 
bloodlust for several days, making them less likely to feed on humans 
and spread disease 
Nature  |  February 7, 2019 
Daily Mail  |  February 7, 2019 
Smithsonian  |  February 8, 2019 
CNN  |  February 8, 2019

Edward Boyden uses expansion microscopy to map the brain at 
high resolution 
MIT News  |  January 17, 2019

Pardis Sabeti publishes a new book, Outbreak Culture: The Ebola Crisis 
and the Next Epidemic, which details the chaos behind the world’s 
response to the 2014-2016 Ebola outbreak 
The Washington Post  |  November 25, 2018

“These are not predictions anymore. These are 
observations. We can already see the future 
playing out around us as we see more wildfires, 
lower snowpack, and more droughts.”

WILLIAM ANDEREGG
2016 BLAVATNIK REGIONAL AWARDS WINNER
ON CLIMATE CHANGE 
SPEAKING TO FOX NEWS SALT LAKE CITY AFFILIATE  |  NOVEMBER 27, 2018
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2019 Blavatnik Awards in Israel 
Laureates, IASH President Nili 
Cohen, and US National Academy 
of Sciences, President Marcia 
McNutt meet the President of 
Israel, Reuven Rivlin
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